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WELCOME FROM BISHOP SOPHIE

I am delighted that you are interested in finding out more about the parish of St 

Matthew & St Oswald – a church with an incredibly warm heart and a strong missional 
focus. 

The next incumbent here can expect to receive a welcoming community that has been 
well led and nurtured in the faith over recent years; a church with huge potential to 
have even more impact for the kingdom of God in the years ahead. They have already 

achieved so much, and the newly reordered building has been a labour of love that 
speaks volumes about their gospel ambition and the desire to offer exceptional  
hospitality to the community in which God has placed them. 

Our diocese is in a key moment of transition as we are working on a refreshed vision 
and renewed strategy. We have committed to ‘Growing the Church of England in 

Coventry and Warwickshire. Reconciled: to God, with each other, for the world.’ As 
bishop, we would want to offer you the support you need to flourish and grow in the 
next season of your ministry. Thank you for your prayerful consideration. Please know 

we are praying for you as you discern the next steps for your life and ministry – we 
look forward to hearing from you!
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WELCOME FROM EDMUND NEWEY, AREA DEAN

Welcome to Rugby Deanery. We are a diverse community of 29 urban, suburban and rural 
parishes on the eastern edge of Coventry Diocese. The growing town of Rugby is at the 
geographical centre of the Deanery, surrounded by rural benefices extending to the edge of 
Coventry in the west and to Peterborough and Leicester Dioceses in the north, east and 
south. 

As you will see in the profile, St Oswald’s is a parish that has been through a really creative 
period of renewal over the past six years. The church building is an attractive and adaptable 
base for a rich ministry of worship, witness and service within the parish and beyond it. St 
Oswald’s PCC is a capable, energetic and well-informed group of people, who collaborate 
effectively in the leadership and direction of mission. They have expressed enthusiasm in 
principle for an expansion of the parish boundary into the neighbouring village of Long 
Lawford, whose growing population offers rich potential to grow a small existing 
congregation and plant new ones, and the Benefice has been suspended while this is 
considered. 

Since 2023 our Deanery has been home to the Rugby Mission Hub, based at St Andrew’s in 
the town centre. One of a network of six mission Hubs across the diocese, it is a resource to 
support creative patterns of witness, service and community engagement. Its Associate 
Minister is glad to share her time and expertise with incumbents in the deanery and beyond.

As an active, welcoming and collaborative chapter, I and my colleagues in the Deanery will 
be praying for you as you consider this profile. We hope that you will enjoy reading it and we 
warmly invite you to consider whether God may be calling you to apply for this post. 
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We are an outward-facing and very welcoming church on the west side of Rugby with a wide range of 
perspectives, cultures and backgrounds. Above all we seek to be centred on Jesus, experiencing the love of 
Father God and the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  As missionary disciples with a deep heart for our world, 
we seek to reach out to those in our community who don’t yet know the Good News of Christ. 

St. Matthew’s and St. Oswald’s were two adjacent parishes with very different histories, which were formally 
brought together in 2011-12 when the churches united into one building. Recently we have thoroughly re-
ordered St. Oswald’s church building, which is now equipped as a carbon zero, contemporary, refreshing 
worship space with excellent facilities throughout for community events. 

Our legacy is one of training disciples to maturity, developing new worshipping communities to serve the needs 
of our neighbours and growing the members of our congregation into deeper ministry and service.

Our current aim is to get to know each other better, to understand how God has called us to serve Him, to involve 
more of our congregation in service and to enable the people of our parish to know the love of Christ for 
themselves.

WELCOME TO ST MATTHEW & ST OSWALD, RUGBY
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Church members deeply value our trusted, Bible-based preaching, authentic worship and corporate prayer which form 
the bedrock of our life together. The two regular weekly worship services, supported by an experienced retired minister 
and a lay ministry team, are well-attended and mid-week Connect Groups enable further opportunities for fellowship, 
teaching, worship and prayer. 

People speak about a loving, welcoming congregation that has wider diversity than previously – across generations, 
backgrounds and cultures. There is a strong sense of unity and growth. Children's Church and Schools ministries are 
reaching our own church families and connecting with the two CofE Primary schools in our parish. Our Children’s Church 
ministry is thriving; our kids tell us they love coming to church for the fun activities and the chance to worship together 
(and the snacks!).

We are starting to see real evangelistic fruit from both longstanding and recently-started outreach ministries. Our Coffee 
Break group for toddlers and their families, family days such as Advent Adventure, craft evenings for grown-ups, 
Connexions for older people and ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) classes all demonstrate practical love 
for our wider community and are drawing people into faith. 

A well-developed Welcome Team, the monthly “name-badge Sundays” and a Sunday Lunch club collectively ensure that 
newcomers don’t stay strangers for long.

Our building is a significant asset: attractive, well-equipped with a modern AV and lighting system, stackable chairs 
instead of pews and an efficient heating system – all of these making it fit-for-purpose for multiple uses as well as the 
core worship function. These eco friendly improvements, together with our overall engagement and lifestyle as a 
congregation, led to us being awarded an A Rocha Gold award, only the 108th church to receive this accolade nationally.

Financially, the parish is stable and well-managed, providing a solid foundation for future ministry. Experienced lay 
leadership gives the incoming incumbent a strong team to work with from day one.
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WHAT’S GOING WELL
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An honest assessment of where we are has identified some areas where we have room to grow and where the 
right incumbent could make a real difference.

An over-reliance on a small number of people who carry a disproportionate workload has been identified. Better 
coordination of pastoral support, more intentional mentoring of newer Christians, and in time drawing newer 
members into roles and responsibilities would spread the weight and deepen ownership of church life across the 
congregation.

Although prayer is central to what we do, attendance at prayer meetings is lower than hoped, and equally the 
Connect Groups could be co-ordinated and expanded as a safe space to try new ministries.

Growth in children's ministry is putting pressure on resources, and retaining young people through their teenage 
years and into adulthood remains a challenge. Our teenage ministry, Tea N Toast, runs in the Church Centre and 
can feel somewhat separate from the main congregation. We need to find better ways to integrate our youth into 
the wider church family, retain them through school and university, and develop the younger adults among us 
for greater responsibility and leadership.

There is a clear desire for the congregation to more closely match the diversity of the local community, to make 
the church more integral to the wider Rugby community, to challenge the perception that church is irrelevant, 
and to develop outreach that connects with people beyond the Sunday morning congregation.

Adjacent to our parish is the area of Long Lawford. As part of the deanery reorganisation plans this district could 
become a church plant opportunity, and an opportunity to expand the parish boundaries in this direction exists. 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR RENEWAL
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Able to bring the Bible to life 
for people of different ages 
and stages of faith. 

Strong and experienced 
transformational leader who 
can bring people together 
collaboratively. 

Experienced at mentoring and 
growing a team of volunteers, 
delegating and bringing new 
people into leadership.

Servant-hearted, placing Jesus 
at the centre of everything.

Could you be the priest-in-charge God is calling to move us forward together in unity, combining your gifts and 

character with our friendly and welcoming church?
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Vibrant personal faith led by 
the Holy Spirit.

Grounded in prayer with 
preaching content strongly 
Bible-based. 

Wisdom to discern God's plans 
for our church and help us 
achieve them.

Able to demonstrate a strong 
track record in growing youth 
ministry.

God Dependent:Jesus Centered:

Mission-minded, helping us to 

keep looking outward and direct 
our outreach.

Able to demonstrate significant 
cultural competence to reach 

under-represented groups.

Proactive connection-builder, 
making Jesus known across our 

community. 

Friendly, compassionate and 
approachable encourager, 

with the ability to listen and 
empathise.

Missionary Disciples:

ABOUT YOU...
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CHURCH LIFE – A TYPICAL WEEK
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Our main Sunday service takes place at 

10:30am and has a congregation of approx. 
120 each week. It is a contemporary service 
led by a preaching team supported by 

three worship bands (including two 
organists). The building reordering allowed 
us the opportunity to put in an upgraded 

AV system, large screens and enhanced 
livestream capabilities. Sunday services are 
broadcast live and available for catch-up 

on YouTube.

Our children’s church and young people’s 

groups run alongside this service, and once 
a month we join together for all-age 
worship.

The Tuesday service is at 10:15am every 
week (timed to link with Connexions) and is 

more traditional in nature, with a 
congregation of around 30. Sung worship is 
led by two members of the congregation. 
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WORSHIP
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Prayer, and being dependent on God, is at the heart of all we 

do. 

Our main church prayer meeting, the Boiler Room, is held 

fortnightly on a Sunday evening for an hour. 

Monday to Thursday, a Daily Prayer Zoom online chatroom 

meets at 9am for 20 minutes for daily prayer. 

Monthly prayer points are also distributed to the congregation 

at the start of the month.

The Prayer Ministry Team is available at the end of every 

Sunday service.
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PRAYER
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We have thriving children and youth groups: 
Twinkles (aged 2-4)
Fun Followers (Yrs 1-3 and Yrs 4-6)
Tea N Toast (Yr7+)

supported by a core team of volunteers including 
some Junior Helpers. 

It’s a space where our children and young people can 
learn more about God and the Christian faith and be a 
community together. 

The Children’s Church has seen a period of growth in 
the last 18 months and we are currently seeking 
further adult support as this ministry develops.
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRY
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Coffee Break is our group for parents, grandparents and 

carers of children aged from birth to 4 years. We provide a 

relaxed, welcoming space where adults and children can 

chat and play together, make new friends and find a 

listening ear. It meets once a week in term time.
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Connexions is our Seniors activity club, running on 

Tuesday mornings immediately after the Tuesday 

service. There is a varied programme of guest speakers, 

crafts, games and activities – but always tea, coffee, 

biscuits and chat. At 12.15 a free lunch is served for those 

who want to stay. 

English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) classes were originally 

started to welcome Ukrainian refugees. The classes have proved hugely 

popular (with often over 40 people attending) and now cater for people of 

many different ethnic backgrounds. Recently, a number of participants 

have stayed on for Tuesday Afternoon Extra, for those who are curious 

about the Christian faith and want to find out more.
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Make Lunch Rugby is a lunch club providing meals for families in our 
community whilst building relationships and sharing God’s love. Our 
volunteer team, drawn from churches in the Rugby area and from the 
wider community, provides fun activities with a healthy cooked lunch 
twice a week in the main school holidays. 

Our Litter Picking team is a small, dedicated group of volunteers working 
to make our community a tidier and nicer place. Our monthly litter picks 
have been favourably received by the local community as a visible 
manifestation of our ministry. 

Our Brownie, Guide and Ranger units welcome girls from age 7-18 for 
friendship, fun, learning and adventure. Girls are encouraged to attend 
our monthly all-age worship services.

We have two Church of England primary schools within our parish, St 
Matthew’s Bloxham Church of England Primary School and St Oswald’s 
Church of England Academy, plus the Harris Church of England Academy 
secondary school. Some of our members are school governors. 

We also run Open the Book assemblies and have a team which listens to 
children read. Both schools are invited to the church for special services 
throughout the year including Easter, Harvest and Christmas. However, 
very few of our Sunday morning congregation attend these two schools. 
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We have run several 

Alpha courses and 
have a Beta group 
meeting currently.

We run the Bereavement 

Journey Course for 
anyone bereaved at any 
time, as part of our 

overall bereavement 
ministry.
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Our Craft for Grown-ups meets monthly to explore the idea of faith through 

sharing and discussion while crafting. We regularly have 30 people and booking 
has become essential.

Men’s Breakfasts take place monthly at a Wetherspoons Pub and all are 
welcome to this affordable and informal event on a Saturday morning.

Tuesday Afternoon Extra is a new group which meets after our Tuesday ESOL 
class for attendees who want to know more about Christianity. The group reads 
and discusses a Bible passage and its implications for everyday life.

Knox Court is a newly established small group of worshippers at the Knox Court 
Retirement Complex which meets once a month for worship, Holy Communion, 

God’s word and fellowship.

NEW COMMUNITIES
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The church currently gives 10% of its general income to these 
partnerships, which were voted for by the congregation, plus 
one-off collections. We also financially support other churches in 
the deanery through the Parish Share system. 

Our primary link, which receives about half of our financial 
giving, is with Casa Reom Orphanage and Escola Reom School in 
Mozambique. In partnership with our primary schools, our Lent 
Appeal raised £5,815 (264% of our original aim) to provide desks, 
fans and paint for the classrooms, refurbishment of the toilet 
blocks plus funding towards the staff accommodation block.

Rugby YFC
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MISSION PARTNERSHIPS
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STAFF

We currently employ (all part-time):

• Administrator
• Bookkeeper
• Verger 

• Cleaner 
• Church Schools Link Worker 

(part Grant-funded fixed term contract)

• Vacancy Manager 
(fixed term contract)

 

PCC

Our PCC is made up of:

• 2 wardens
• 2 deputy wardens 
• A retired minister  

• 4 Deanery Synod Reps
• 9 elected members

SAFEGUARDING

We have two Parish Safeguarding Officers, who have an open invitation to attend PCC meetings 
where safeguarding is always a priority item on the agenda. 

We are currently at 100% compliance with the requirements on the Parish Safeguarding Dashboard.
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I                                  

E                                       

The finances of the PCC are in good order and  

considerable reserves are held for both General and 
Designated Buildings Funds.

The parish is a donor to the other parishes in the 
Rugby Deanery (one of three). A few large legacies 
have enabled our reserves to grow as well as the sale 

of a previous church hall in 2025. 
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FINANCES
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Situated to the west of Rugby town centre, the parish of St 

Matthew and St Oswald, Rugby West, is in the Diocese of 
Coventry, in the residential area of New Bilton and 
Overslade. We are an urban parish of approx. 12,000 and 

are amongst the 25% of most deprived parishes in the 
country (3040 of 12154: CUF IMD ranking). 

St Oswald’s Church is on the A428 close to a small parade of 
shops, a pub and a petrol station on Lawford Road, which 
forms an important retail hub and community block in New 

Bilton.

There is a significant historic Asian community in New 

Bilton and some people of African-Caribbean origin, joined 
in the past decade by a very large Eastern European 
population. There are also Portuguese and West African 

migrants and a growing population from Hong Kong and 
China.

The Church and Vicarage are a 7-min car ride (30min walk) 
from the mainline train station. Trains are frequent and take 
approximately 10mins to Coventry, 30mins to Birmingham 

and an hour to London Euston.

PARISH LOCATION
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In 2020, the PCC embarked upon a multi-stage plan to renew 

the church building, which was re-dedicated on 12th October 
2025 by Bishop Sophie. The reordering works included:
• an open and welcoming Church Lounge,

• a newly fitted kitchen, with storage & dishwasher,
• energy-efficient air sourced heat pump heating,
• comprehensive reordering of the Nave and Chancel to 

create a modern, flexible worship area plus the creation of 
The Nest, a creche and special needs room.

The church itself is a simple brick building, completed in three 
parts in the late 1800s, with a foyer added in the 1980s. 

Our Eco team has worked hard to introduce new 
environmentally friendly ways of working both in church, the 
churchyard and at home. As a result, the church is now 

effectively carbon zero.

Maintenance has been a major focus to action the 

Quinquennial recommendations. Going forward, we would 
like to address the roof and fit solar panels. Architects’ plans 
have also been drawn up for a future building project to add a 

community hall and offices to the main church building.  
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ST OSWALD’S CHURCH BUILDING
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Children’s Church and Youth Ministry as well as the Church Office are located in the Church Centre (the former 

vicarage) which is a 40 yard walk across the church yard. The garden of this building is used for outdoor activities, 
with a marquee in the summer months. 

Outline plans are in place for the next phase of development which would relocate these facilities into a further 
new building linked to the church, while also creating a larger hall usable for sports and other community 
activities.
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CHURCH CENTRE
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The Vicarage is a very pleasant property in good condition situated in Vicarage Road and is some 5-10 minutes’ 

walk from the Church itself and a similar distance from the town centre. 

It was built in 1970 and consists of four bedrooms, family bathroom, lounge, dining room, kitchen, utility room, 

study, garage and a large garden. A charging point was installed for an electric car in 2024.
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VICARAGE



Jesus Centred, God Dependent, Missionary Disciples www.smso.org.uk

Rugby has grown from a rural market town through industrial expansion linked to development of the canals and 

railways of the nineteenth century. 

It is famous for its public school (the origin of the game Rugby Football) and for engineering. With industrial 

decline in the latter half of the twentieth century, Rugby, like many towns, is trying to find its identity once more.

Recently, the town has grown with considerable new housing development to the north, east and the south. There 

has been a dramatic rise in logistics with the creation of distribution centres for many national and international 
companies, linked to the town’s location at the intersection of the M1, M6 and A14. In addition, the main railway 
line to London Euston and Birmingham has created a substantial commuting population.
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RUGBY



Jesus Centred, God Dependent, Missionary Disciples www.smso.org.uk

CONTACTS & USEFUL LINKS

Watch our YouTube 

Channel

We very much hope you have enjoyed reading about us. We are praying for you as you listen for God’s call in your 

life and we look forward to welcoming our new priest-in-charge and sharing in ministry in the years ahead. 

If you’d like more information about the role, please contact:

Revd Canon Edmund Newey, Area Dean
01788 574313 | rector@rugbychurch.org.uk 

Andy Wooding Jones, Patronage Development Officer, CPAS
07303 063138 | awoodingjones@cpas.org.uk 

For further details and an application form please contact:
Debbie Niblett, HR Officer and Archdeacons’ Administrator: Debbie.Niblett@Coventry.Anglican.org 

An application form can be downloaded from https://coventry.anglican.org/who-are-we/vacancies/ 

An Enhanced DBS is required for this post.

mailto:rector@rugbychurch.org.uk
mailto:awoodingjones@cpas.org.uk
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