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1. Description / map of church lands  

Introduction 

The church land serves several functions: 

• It is an historical burial place for the parish 
• It remains a place for the interment of ashes 
• It is a place to remember those who have died 
• It is a place to sit and relax with nature 
• It is a popular location for dog walkers and others in the local community 
• It is a place for wildlife conservation and raising awareness of local flora and fauna 
• It is the setting for the church, church offices, church meeting rooms and the HQ of a 

local Scout troop 

This plan details how we seek to manage these lands to promote God’s creation through 
providing diverse habitats, the promotion of native species and engagement with our church 
family and the wider community. We seek to minimise the use of pesticides and other 
materials hazardous to wildlife and to minimise our carbon footprint in all we do. 
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Plan of Church Lands 

The church lands may be divided into several areas as shown on the plan below. 

 
Areas within church grounds (see overleaf for key) 
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Key to areas shown on plan  

A. Undulating grass area to north of church 
B. Coffee Break garden and Bug Hotel 
C. Church Centre garden 
D. Area in front of Church Centre 
E. Paved area 
F. Garden of Remembrance 
G. Grass area with relocated gravestones 
H. Car park 
I. Meadow area / closed burial ground 
J. Wilded area to east and west of burial ground beneath lime tree canopy 
K. Scout hut and storage container 

Area A. North / front of church 

St Oswald’s church is separated from Lawford 
Road by an undulating grassed area. There is a 
paved path approximately midway between the 
east and west boundaries leading to the main 
church entrance.  

In the north-west corner are two English oaks. 

Between these trees and the path is the ‘New 
Bilton Edible Garden’, a raised bed planted with 
fruit and vegetables and maintained by church 
members. 

 
Oaks  in the north west  corner  

of the church grounds 

Close to the church towards the east of this area is a Calvary, details of which are provided in 
Section 2.2 of this plan. 

Area B. Coffee Break Garden 

 

 
Coffee break garden 

The Coffee Break garden is a small paved 
area to the west of the church which is 
maintained by the Coffee Break pre-school 
children and their parents, grandparents 
and carers. The garden includes large pots 
containing daffodils, crocus, aliums and 
large white daisies. In the summer, the pots 
are usually planted with sunflowers, 
tomatoes, strawberries and wild flowers. 
The children enjoy watering and caring for 
the plants and feeding the birds (see the next 
section), instilling in them a love for God’s 



Parish of St Oswald’s and St Matthew’s, Rugby 
Land Management Plan – June 2025 

 

Page 5 of 19 

creation. A Bug Hotel is located just to the south of the paved area. 

Area C. Church Centre Garden 

The Church Centre garden is used for many 
of our children and young person’s events 
during the summer. There is a lawn with a 
paved area to the north and east leading from 
the church to the church centre. 

During the summer, a marquee is erected on 
the south side of the lawn allowing groups, 
including our Children’s Church, to meet 
outside when the weather is suitable. 

 
Church Office garden 

The Coffee Break group maintains a bird feeding station in the garden, including hanging 
bird feeders, a bird bath and bee and butterfly drinking station positioned next to a buddleia 
to attract butterflies. 

 
Bird feeding station 

 
Bee and Butterfly drinking station 

Area D. Area in Front of Church Centre 

 
Area in front of Church Centre 

The area in front of the Church Centre is 
mainly paved with a small grass area in the 
south.  

There is a flower bed between the paved 
area / lawn and the road. Add plants in the 
flower bed 

The paved area continues to the north of the 
Church Centre, leading to the Cburch 
Centre garden via a lockable gate. 
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Area E. Paved Area to West of Main Church Entrance 

There is a small rectangular paved area to the 
west of the church and north of the Garden 
of Remembrance in which our bike racks and 
a curved metal seat are located. 

The seat was constructed by GEC apprentices 
in memory of Fred Gout in 1979. 

Between the paved area and the church foyer 
is a small grass area with the church rubbish, 
recycling and garden waste bins on a paved 
path at the southern edge. 

 
Area E viewed from north-west 

Area F. Garden of Remembrance 

 
Garden of Remembrance looking south. 

A Garden of Remembrance 
(172 plots) was created outside 
the west door of the church by 
a faculty dated 1963. 

Cremated remains are interred 
in the four corners of the area 
with a framed plan of interments 
displayed on the south wall of 
the vestry near the West door.  

A complete plan of the 
Cremation plot is in preparation. 

Area G. Relocated Gravestones following Closure of Burial Ground 

 
The relocated gravestones by the south wall of the church 

There is a narrow grass area between the south wall of the church and the church car park. 
Various gravestones were relocated here following the closure of the graveyard – none of 
these memorials being in their original locations. 
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Following the construction of a fire exit as part of the 2025 reordering in the south wall of the 
church, four of these gravestones have been moved approximately 10 metres to provide clear 
access to the exit. 

Area H. Car Park 

 
Entrance to the car park looking south-west (left) and car park looking north-east (right) 

Immediately to the south of the church, in an area that was never used for burials due to the 
potential expansion of the church building into this area, is a hardcore covered area used as 
a car park with access via a tarmac road to the east of the church building from Lawford Road. 

Area I. Burial Ground / Meadow 

The churchyard was closed to new burials by 
order issued 14 March 1979. The order 
came into force on 28 April 1979 when 
responsibility for the maintenance of the 
churchyard was transferred to Rugby 
Borough Council. 

There were no burials in the northern part 
of the churchyard to allow for the possible 
addition of the south aisle. 

The memorial garden (Area F) by the west 
door was considered above. 

There are no separate deeds relating to the 
churchyard. 

 
Burial ground viewed from north 
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Area J. Wilded Areas to East and West of Burial Ground 

 
Wild habitat to west of church 

 
Lime trees along western  
boundary of church land 

The area to the western and south-western 
boundary of the church is marked by a row 
of ten Common Limes (Tilia x europaea). 
Beneath these trees, the undergrowth is 
predominantly random self-sown blocks of 
brambles and ivy. Native wild flower seeds 
have been sown at the boundaries. 

Bird boxes have been installed on two of the limes and two hedgehog boxes have recently 
been added. There is signage to inform visitors that the area is kept wild to encourage bees 
(and other insects)- see Section 3 for details. 

The eastern boundary to the burial ground is marked by six common lime trees (number T15 
to T21 in the Tree Protection Order, see Section 2.3). 

As with Area D, beneath these trees, the undergrowth is predominantly random self-sown 
blocks of brambles and ivy. Native wild flower seeds have been sown at the boundaries. 

 
Lime trees close to  

eastern boundary of church land 

 
9th Rugby (St Marie’s) Scout hut in Area K 

Area K. Scout Hut and Church Storage Container 

There is a scout hut belonging to the 9th Rugby (St Marie’s) Scout group south-east of the 
church building with a lockable storage container used by the church to its right. 
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2. Heritage 

2.1 Burial Ground 

St Oswald’s Church was built in 1864 with the first burials in the consecrated area to the south 
of the church in 1868. The final burial was on 2 May 1940. 

Burials from 1868 to 1907 are recorded in a single register which has been deposited with 
the Warwickshire County Record Office (reference DR619/11). The register of burials 
from 1907 to 1940 is currently in the Church Office. 

The Churchyard was landscaped in 1977 and closed in 1979 when Rugby Borough Council 
took formal responsibility for graveyard. Some gravestones were moved to the area 
immediately to the south of the church and others to near the western boundary. The 
memorials are generally seriously weathered and photographs / transcriptions have been 
made of all the stones to preserve the information. 

The interment of ashes has taken placed in the Garden of Remembrance by the west door 
since 1963. Interments from 1964 to 1992 were added to the 1907 to 1940 burial register. A 
separate register for the interment of cremated remains from 1993 to 2008 is archived in the 
Church Office. Post 2008, interments have been recorded in the service book. 

Neighbouring properties are responsible for the boundary fences. 

2.2 Monuments  

 
The Calvary 

There is a calvary in front of the north-east of the church, 
the view from the northwest being shown on the left. The 
calvary was given in memory of Clause Seabroke in 1938, 
the legacy of his wife, Janey, containing a clause 
requesting the maintenance of the calvary. 

The steps bear the inscriptions: 

Top step: ‘God so loved the world’ 

Second step: ‘In ever dear memory of Claude Seabroke’ 

Third step: ‘Faithful worshipper and churchwarden who died 
Jan 12 1938’ 

Bottom step: ‘This Calvary is dedicated by his wife to the 
Glory of God’. 

There are no other known monuments, tombs or vaults in the grounds. 
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2.3 Tree Preservation Order 

 
Plan showing trees protected under order TR4.183 

All but one of the trees within 
the church grounds are subject 
to a Tree Preservation Order 
(TR4.183) dated 19 
September 2005. The order 
lists 24 trees of which all but 
one (T24) are on church 
ground. Three of these trees 
of (T2, T11 and T23) have 
subsequently been removed. 
The remaining trees include 
one pendulous oak, (Quercus 
pendula) (indicated in brown 
below); one beech, (Fagus 
Sylvatica) (blue); and 
nineteen common limes 
(Tilia x europaea) (green). 
 

The remaining tree, another pendulous oak, is shown in yellow on the plan above. 

None of the trees are of concern to the structure of the church building. 
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3. Caring for Nature 

3.1 Plant audit 

In addition to the trees, the following 69 plants have been identified in the church grounds 
(this excludes the plants in the raised beds of the New Bilton Edible Garden). 

Annual meadowgrass (Poa annua) 
Barren brome (Anisanta sterilis) 
Beaked hawksbeard (Crepis vesicaria) 
Bird's foot trefoil (Lotus corniculatus) 
Bittersweet (Solanum dulcamara) 
Black knapweed (Centaurea nigra agg.) 
Black medick (Medicago lupulina) 
Bramble (Rubus fructicosus agg) 
Bristly oxtongue (Helminthotheca echioides) 
Broad leaved willowherb (Epilobium 

montanum) 
Broad-leaved dock (Rumex obtusifolius) 
Bulbous buttercup (Ranunculus bulbosus) 
Cat's ear (Hypochaeris radicata) 
Chickweed (Stellaria media) 
Cocksfoot (Dactylis glomerata) 
Columbine (Aquilegia vulgaris) 
Common lime (Tilia x europaea) 
Common mouse-ear (Cerastium fontanum) 
Common ragwort (Senecio jacobaea) 
Common vetch (Vicia sativa) 
Cow parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris) 
Creeping buttercup (Ranunculus repens) 
Creeping thistle (Cirsium arvense) 
Daisy (Bellis perennis) 
Dandelion (Taraxacum officinale ) 
Dove's foot cranesbill (Geranium molle) 
False oatgrass (Arrhenatherum elatius) 
Field woodrush (Luzula campestris) 
Fox and cubs (Pilosella aurantiaca) 
Germander speedwell (Veronica chamaedrys) 
Goosegrass (Galium aparine) 
Great mullein (Verbascum thapsus) 
Great willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum) 
Greater plantain (Plantago major) 
Groundsel (Senecio vulgaris) 

Hedge bindweed (Calystegia sepium) 
Hedge mustard (Sisymbrium officinale) 
Herb bennett (Geum urbanum) 
Hogweed (Heracleum sphondylium) 
Holly (Ilex aquifolium) 
Hybrid bluebell (Hyacithoides x massartiana) 
Ivy (Hedera helix) 
Ivy-leaved speedwell (Veronica hederifolia) 
Lady's bedstraw (Galium verum) 
Lady's smock (Cardamine pratensis) 
Lesser trefoil (Trifolium dubium) 
Maidenhair spleenwort (Asplenium 

trichomanes) 
Meadow buttercup (Ranunculus acris) 
Meadow foxtail (Alopecurus pratensis) 
Pendulous oak (Quercus pendula) 
Pendulous sedge (Carex pendula) 
Purple toadflax (Linaria purpurea) 
Red clover (Trifolium pratense) 
Ribwort plantain (Plantago lanceolata) 
Rough hawkbit (Leontodon hispidus) 
Rough meadowgrass (Poa trvialis) 
Rough sow-thistle (Souncus asper) 
Smooth hawksbeard (Crepis capillaris) 
Smooth sow-thistle (Sonchus oleraceus) 
Soft brome (Bromus hordeaceus) 
Spear thistle (Cirsium vulgare) 
Stinging nettle (Urtica dioica) 
Sweet woodruff (Galium odoratum) 
Thyme-leaved speedwell (Veronica 

serpyllifolia) 
Wall barley (Hordeum murinum) 
Wall speedwell (Veronica arvensis) 
White clover (Trifolium repens) 
White dead-nettle (Lamium album) 
Wood dock (Rumex sanguineus) 
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3.2 Wildlife audit 

This Land Management Plan is designed to encourage native wildlife of all forms.  

3.2.1 Amphibians and Reptiles 

There have been few reports of reptiles and amphibians in the church grounds with the lack 
of water limiting the species we expect. Any sightings will be reported to the Warwickshire 
Biological Records Centre (WBRC). 

3.2.2 Mammals 

Over forty mammalian species are native to Warwickshire, the species most commonly 
observed in the church grounds being the grey squirrel (sciurus carolinesis) and the European 
hedgehog (erinaceus europaeus). 

Pipistrelle bats (pipistrellus pipistrellus) are observed in the area around the church but a bat 
survey conducted in August/September 2024 showed no evidence of their presence in the 
church eaves and the structure of the roof is not conducive to bats. Once the solar panels have 
been installed on the south-facing church roof, it is intended to put bat boxes onto some trees 
in the churchyard. 

Two hedgehog houses have been designed and assembled by church members. The boxes 
were then taken apart and were reassembled,  painted and positioned in the church grounds 
as a local 8th Rugby (St Matthew) Brownies unit project.   

 
 

  

  
Reconstruction of the hedgehog boxes by Brownie unit 
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The boxes are designed with a tunnel entrance to keep out predators with an access door at 
90 degrees to a living area on the right. 

  
Exterior (left) and interior (right) of hedgehog box before painting 

The exterior of the boxes were then painted with a water-based paint and hay laid in the 
sleeping area. The boxes are in a wild area near the bug hotel and under brambles at the top 
of the churchyard  

  
Hedgehog boxes in situ in church grounds 

Hedgehog sitings are reported to the British Hedgehog Preservation Society. 

3.2.3 Birds 

Bird boxes have been set up in two of the lime trees (T6 and T10) on the western boundary of 
the churchyard for several years and two additional boxes have been produced for the 
forthcoming breeding season by a member of our Eco-Church group, Jon Seaton, and our 
local 8th Rugby (St Matthew) Guide Unit. 

  
Bird boxes on trees T6 (left) and T10 (right) in the west of the churchyard. 
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Bird feeder in oak tree 

Bird feeders have been set up in an oak tree 
to the north-west of the church (tree T1), and 
in the Church Office garden. Our Coffee 
Break parent and toddler group, have also 
installed a bird feeding station (see section 
1, Area C for details) which is used to teach 
the children about our local birds and 
encourage them to take an interest in 
nature. These feeders are kept topped up by 
our verger, Julie, and we encourage the 
Coffee Break toddlers to help with this 
whenever we can.  

 

Members of the church participate in the RSPB Big Garden 
Bird Watch with the relevant information being made 
available through our weekly church bulletin and the Eco-
Church pages of the church website (www.smso.org/eco-
church/). A link to the 2025 Bird Watch (24-26 January 2025) 
is currently on the website and was included in our 12 
January 2025 church bulletin. 

 
 

3.2.4 Insects, Arachnids and Bugs 

A bug hotel has been constructed using the guidelines prepared by the Woodlands Trust.  

 
Bug hotel under construction 

 
Close-up of part of bug hotel 

 

 
Completed bug hotel with information on the various ‘mini-beasts’ we hope will find a home here 
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In addition to providing a safe home for many insects and arachnids, the bug hotel also 
provides an invaluable educational resource for our younger (and not so young) church 
members and other local children. A laminated information sheet is available next to the bug 
hotel with some basic information on the probable residents  

 
South-west side of churchyard with bee signage 

There are plants in the church grounds to 
encourage bees and other insects from 
spring through to the autumn. The Royal 
Horticultural Society ‘Plants for Bugs’ 
project identified 23 native species which 
are particularly good for attracting insects, 
including the bluebell which is a prominent 
feature of the churchyard during the spring. 

Mixed native wild flower seeds are spread 
around the boundaries of the churchyard to 
further increase the diversity of species 
represented. 

 

 
 

As part of our nature conservation work, members of 
the church participate in the Big Butterfly Count 
during July and August. Watches are conducted for 
fifteen minutes, the species of butterfly seen noted 
and the results forwarded to Butterfly Conservation at 
https://bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org/. 

A butterfly and bee drinking station is planned for the wildlife garden within the Church 
Centre garden. 

3.3 Habitat maintenance 

Various habitats around the church grounds are managed to encourage native wildlife.  

In agreement with Rugby Borough Council, who are responsible for the 
upkeep of our grounds, we participate in the Plantlife ‘No Mow May’ 
scheme.  By not mowing our grounds at least until the beginning of June, 
we allow native wild flowers to bloom supporting bees, butterflies and other 
insects and also provide shelter for small mammals.  

Area J is kept wild with predominantly random self-sown blocks of brambles and ivy with 
native wild flower seeds sown at the boundaries. 

3.4 Encouraging wildlife 

There are four bird boxes in the church grounds. There are also two bird feeders in the trees 
around the church and a feeding station, maintained by the children in our Coffee Break 
group, in the Church Centre garden (see Section 3.2.3). 
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Two hedgehog boxes have been placed in the church grounds by the 8th Rugby Brownies (see 
Section 3.2.2). 

A Bug Hotel, based on a design recommended by the Woodland Trust, has been constructed 
close to the Coffee Break garden (see Section 3.2.4). 

Native plants favoured by bees and butterflies have been planted to the west of the church 
with signage to indicate why the area has been allowed to grow wild (see Section 3.2.4). 

3.5 Wildlife surveys 

Members of the church participate in wildlife surveys throughout the year including the Big 
Garden Birdwatch in January and the Big Butterfly Count in July and August. See above 
(sections 3.2.3 and 3.2.4 for details). 

An inventory of plants in the church grounds has been prepared and regularly updated (see 
Section 3.1 for details). 
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4. Activities in Church Lands by Season 

General 

Activity Time/Season Notes 
Litter picking to keep lands clean All year Part of organised monthly 

litter pick plus on ad hoc 
basis 

Review and update Land Management Plan Annually  

 

Area A: Undulating grass area to north of church 

Activity Time/Season Notes 
Leaf clearing to avoid damage to grass Autumn  
Grass cutting (grass allowed to grow uncut 
at least until the end of May (as part of the 
NoMowMay initiative) 

Summer Responsibility of Rugby 
Borough Council 

Maintenance of New Bilton Edible Garden 
raised bed 

  

Cleaning and maintenance of the Calvary   
 

Area B: Coffee Break Garden and Bug Hotel 

Activity Time/Season Notes 
Maintaining the Bug Hotel   
Planting and maintaining large pots with 
daffodils, crocus, aliums and large white 
daisies 

Spring  

Planting and maintaining large pots with 
sunflowers, tomatoes, strawberries and 
wild flowers 

Summer  

Keeping the garden clean and tidy All year  
 

Area C: Church Centre Garden 

Activity Time/Season Notes 
Keep bird feeders filled All year  
Keep butterfly/bee drinking station clean Summer  
Cutting grass Summer  
Erection of marquee for outdoor children’s 
activities during the summer 

Spring  

Dismantling marquee Autumn  
Maintenance of flower beds All year  

 

Area D: Area in Front of Church Centre 

Activity Time/Season Notes 
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Cutting grass Summer  
Maintenance of flower beds All year  

 

Area E: Paved area 

Activity Time/Season Notes 
General cleaning of area All year  

 

Area F: Garden of Remembrance 

Activity Time/Season Notes 
General cleaning of area All year  

 

Area G: Grass area with relocated gravestones 

Activity Time/Season Notes 
Leaf clearing to avoid damage to grass Autumn  
Keeping access to the fire exit clear   
Cutting grass   
Ensuring gravestones are not at risk of 
falling 

  

 

Area H: Car park 

Activity Time/Season Notes 
   

 

Area I: Meadow area / closed burial ground 

Activity Time/Season Notes 
Leaf clearing to avoid damage to grass Autumn  

 

Areas J: Wilded area beneath lime tree canopy 

Activity Time/Season Notes 
Pollarding trees Early spring  
Clean bird boxes Winter  
Clean hedgehog boxes Winter  

 

Area K: Scout hut and storage container 

Activity Time/Season Notes 
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Surveys and ‘Citizen Science’ Activies 

Activity Time/Season Notes 
Updating plant audit   
Participation in Butterfly Conservation Big 
Butterfly Count 

18 July-10 Aug 
2025 

Info in church bulletin and 
on eco-church webpage 
from early July 

Participation in RSPB Big Garden 
Birdwatch  

24-26 January 
2026 

Info in church bulletin and 
on eco-church webpage 
from early January 

These plans are reviewed annually to ensure they are kept up-to-date, particularly following 
any work affecting the church lands. 

5. Usage of Church Lands 

We encourage the use of our church land by both church members and the wider community 
as a place of reflection and calmness, providing a haven in which the contemplate and enjoy 
God’s creation.  

The grounds are popular with local dog walkers and signage, such as on our bug hotel and 
informing visitors that we keep certain areas wild to encourage bees, butterflies and other 
insects, help to engender an understanding and appreciation of nature. 

Particularly during the summer, our Twinkles, Fun Followers, Tea and Toast and Coffee Break 
children and young people meet outside whenever the weather permits, generally in the 
Church Centre garden. 

On Easter Sunday, a daybreak service was held in the church grounds. 


